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The Honorable Jerry Costello
Member, United States House
of Representatives
327 W. Main Street
Belleville, Illinois 62220

Dear Mr. Costello:

Thank you for your letter of March 1, 1994, regarding updated
information on the National Priorities List (NPL) evaluation of
the Dead Creek area in Sauget and Cahokia, Illinois.

In general, a site is proposed for the NPL by preparation of a
Hazard Ranking System (HRS) scoring package. If the site score
exceeds 28.5, it is submitted to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Headquarters for Quality
Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC). The QA/QC revisions are
forwarded to the Region who then prepares the final draft
package. This final draft is then forwarded by U.S. EPA
Headquarters to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) who
reviews all potential NPL candidate sites. If the site passes
OMB review, the site is then proposed draft to the NPL by
publication in the Federal Register. A sixty day comment period
then follows and the EPA must respond to all comments that are
received before that site can be proposed final on the NPL. The
final proposal is also published in the Federal Register.

Currently, we are evaluating this area, known as Sauget Area 1
under the site assessment program, as a candidate for the
National Priorities List. Since we are in the early stages of
this process, we cannot discuss the specifics of this particular
HRS package since it is considered predecisional. in addition to
the HRS review, the U.S. EPA has also begun the evaluation of
Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs) to determine the
likelihood of an enforcement action at this site.

I have enclosed a copy of a briefing memorandum that was prepared
for our Agency by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA). As you know, the IEPA is actively involved in evaluating
the Sauget Area and has provided most of the site assessment
information, to date. Their fact sheet gives a brief description
of the various sites which constitute Sauget Area 1. Since
receipt of your previous letter sent by IEPA on December 9, 1993,
the IEPA in response to a citizen complaint sampled at Site M on
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March 11, 1994. Initial review of the sample results reveal
similar compounds as indicated before. The Illinois Dept. of
êsa.Vc'ri 'iTMW), -J.TI t2un}-oweV.ixm yfc&i *tiu* TtrX, vr* r̂eviewing \3tie
results and will provide their final determination to the City of
Cahokia.

If you have any additional questions, please contact me. Thank
you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ original s:i c,;ie-\_ljy
William Sanders > .'..L _ j

Valdas V. Adamkus
Regional Administrator

Enclosure

bcc: ORA w/control slip
M. Canavan, ORA
AL w/control slip
K. Westlake, ORA
P. Takacs, IEPA
J. Gore, RRB
S. Borries, ERB
T. Martin, ORC
S. Pastor, OPA
R. Webb, OSF, w/control slip
M. Johnson, ERB, w/control slip
N. Maier, WMD, w/control slip
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March 1, 1994

Mr. Alan Altur
Site Assessment Manager
EPA, Site Assessment Section
Office of Superfund
77 w Jackson
Chicago, IL 60604 .

Dear Mr. Altur;

I am writing in regard to Dead Creek in Cahokia, Illinois and I
am interested in obtaining updated information as to the EPA's
progress with this matter.

Recently, I held a town hall meeting in Cahokia and was
confronted by several concerned residents. I am considering
holding a special meeting in the area and inviting all concerned
parties in an effort to bring them up-to-date on this issue.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter I received on
December 9, 1993 from Mr. Tom Walters, Legislative Liaison with
the Illinois EPA. As I understand, the process of becoming
included in the National Priorities List is lengthy. Any further
information you could provide me would be appreciated.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact my office
manager Anne Risavy at 618/233-8026. Please forward any
correspondence to my office address marked below.

Mr. Altur, thank you for your attention to this matter and I look
forward to hearing from you.

Sine,

ELLO
ngress



State, of Illinois
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECT/ON AGENCY

M*fy A. Cade. Ulrtttoc

(217) '

IMO Churchill Road. Sprififtfttia, 1L «27«44Z76

December 9, 1993

The Honorable Jerry Costello
United States Congressman
136.) Ni cdringhaus Avtmue
Granite Cicy, Illinois 62040

Ue<ir

you for you latter of November 23. 1993 in which you
requested in£ormaticn regarding Dead. Creek in Cahokia.

' Th* fol .lowing information \K to addrcs* th«
and concerns 61 your etfffSVVVwMVs. , Bxchard »nd

McDonnall.

Studies have found "30 different chemicals" in Dead Creeki
Environmental studies have found contamination in Dead Crack,
r>ut the most significant problem from a hvu»*n health
standpoint is th* fcv-centanu.neted iertinenr at the bottom o£
the crwc'K "ce6. Wb* 't̂ xl̂ dbuLojcxAAl Rd Biphenyla) do not move
reudily in groundwac.er, s-»nce they tend to bina tig'ntiy tta
yoii pare idea. There might b* an increased hazera if the

w«re to be i.ransported downstream (through pumpinrj
the creek-bottom, or o^eninq th* culvert at the croek-

battotn und«r Judith uanR. Cor Kxample} . However, in che
present KiLaation, the ̂ jreateac public health threat would
occur if che ct«ck were to d*r «V cvMplexeLy, allowiny PCB-
contaminatACi pediments in the creek bed to be carried by the
wind or by animals into nearby residential yards. Such a
drjvaloymcm. appears to b« sjreHa the Wtijr*, at this point

IF. PA has submitted the SupcrfunU * scoring packuq** tor
2it,cs Area I to U.S. EPA,'* Region v office, where it ia under
final review. This document is the basis tor proposing the
area containing Dead Creek for inclusion in the National
Priorities Liat (NPL). The final package is expected to go
•o U.S. EPA headquarters this-penthf and the federal igency
could formally propose Area I for the NPL as soon j»» the

of 1994*

foot-high fenae. ejrawai pert of bee4 Cree(*

In the 19*0'8 U.S. KfA coucructed « fence around Deaa
Segment a (north of Judith huie, to Quneny Avn., in

and around several other Suuger. Sites (Site <?, Site '
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order to limit public access and prevent

exposure of the public to the chemical contamination known to
be present at those si tea. In some casev the danger was not
only direct contact, but also the possibility ot conflununq
contaminated fish trom these waters. Another purpose of
constructing the fence was no prevent any continued dumping
of wastes at r.h« sites.

SPA "blocked tfce crvek" et Judith IAOC"

1EPA has no formal record of, how the culvert under Judith
Lane came co be blocked. We believe that the culvert was
probably blocked in the Uta 1960s or early 1970s in order to
halt the further coutliward migration of contaminants that
w*r« known i.o he moving into the two northern segnwats u£ rhe
creek from adjacent hazardous waste sites, "ft" -IB-net"
-presently clear what 5r«̂ »tqsejfroait •Mrti .•• pi 1 nsi • p*r«y
swcually- ordered or carriftoTouC-Lhie blacking antiou. buc I.K*
Cinding in more recent years of PCS contamination in
sediments ubove Judith Lino (»* well a* thoac south of
Judith) makAB this action seem prudent today. Tn« fact, chat
i:h« PCas tend to stay with the sediment particles, however.
suggests A rftoiedy for r.hu concerns expressed by area ,
residents, if water could be pvnnycd out ot Segment B to the I
nnazby American Bottoms wuatewmtcr treatment plant, without "
disturbing the PCB-contawi naced sedimancs, the watwr level *
coulu b«r rcducad.

Concerns about possible oealth haxards Crua odor* in cr*«k:
to concerns expressed over the aumner by

tcsi denes, IEP* sdmpled the creek water both above
IAH« (9/24/9^, 9/?.8/93, & 10/15/93) and below Judith
HO/ib/93) to iMKe sure the water did not pose a significant
public health threat. ZBTA't Office of Ch*»jcal Sat«cy (OCSf
noucluded that the contuainania present in tAe water would*
oot pc>3« a public health ri»R. but noted that certain
rh*»nucals (notably phenol ics) chat were characteristic o£
bitB c> (west of Dead Creek south of Quceny Ave . ) were found
*lxwe the very low odor threshold for th«3o chemicals .
Residents would »roeU these chemical odors at levels tar coo
low to h« harmtul.

|

Th« Ofticcr ot Chomica] safety also noted Ui*t the ]ev*l? r>t
iron, lead, and phenolic compounds in the water exceeded
Stute water quality standards and would be potentially

r.o fish and other aquatic species.

XXTA aaya nvt t« 4rais> tb* ore«kr
IF. PA ha« ionq wurned against disturbing the contaminar.ed
swdimenus in ch« creek, and the Stute ha* nnt had the fundinq /
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that would have b««n needed to pay for pumping water from
above Judith Lan« into the American Bottoms tmatmenc work*. |
The TEPA ha* been opan to that solution Croa the stare ot I
this unusual flooding event, but no party came forward with of
workable way t.o gat the water from the creek to th* treatment?
works: no jewers existed nearby in Caftokia with the needed /
capacity. *
However, as noted previously, based on both old And recent
sampling. It PA held the view r.hat water could safely (from a
human health standpoint) be pumped from this crceK segment as
lony as the sediments weru not disturbed. This could b«
accomplished by keeping th* pump Intake a sufficient height
abovu the creek bed. Thus, the cieek segment cuuld not
safvly b« pumped dry (not a desirable state anyway, sine*
chat would expose containing led sediments), but. it could b*
ptunped down, considerably, to alleviate the flooding problem.
Again, because t»*t* of the water in Dead Creek north ot
Judith 7j«ne hav« exceeded State water standards and cuuld
harm che cnviromncnt, th* IKPA has recommended the option ot
puwpinq th» water to a treatancnt tacilir.y.
On November 16, 1993, after a particularly hwavy series of
storms. Mayor King, ot Cahokia contacted JKPX uo inform thfl
Aqency that Cahokia was starting to pump wutcr from above
Judith Lane to the next segment of Dead Creek. The mayor was
informed that cahokia was undertaking some risk of being
drawn in as a Potentially Responsible Party -if it were to be
claimed in the future that r.his action had spread
coniaoiinatiun frnm the areu north of Judith Lane. IKPA ulso
tomphnsited that recent tests oC th« surface water had shown
lavels of coneamination that would violate state standards nn
irigb* harm aquatic species xt the water were not treated
before b«in« released tn th« environment. Cahokiu officials
wcrft advised strongly to avoid placing the intake so as en
disturb the conr.amin.at*d 9«dim*nta, however.

wittvtne weyor led eo a eHeew cooferenew
<fj|,J»r xifA that concluded tint no tnmtMme procoes would b«- - - 4 tor the emergenry pumping to alleviate th« flooding,

esi atfA's recent. *enpl 4 ng results and the dilution with
r«*M>ef wat«r prior ro the water reaehtna the..

«iv*r f««te attached letter Croat Mayor Ring).' Th«
continued tor several days, was halted for several

and wa« resumed when grnundwater zvcharge
refilled r.h«

While the pumping continues. ZK^A has periodically sampled
che creek water. IF. PA look A sample of the water being
pumped from norr.h of Judith ban* on 11/19/93 and found
lncrea»«d levels of phenolic compounds. Again, these levels
ao not Indicate any human health risk, but they show an
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increased threat to aquatic organivra*.

Perceived ha.»ard to reeideat* from water ceepege into

In response to concerns expressed by the McUonnftll's,
3 (imp lad the seepage water in their basement in June,
and followed up on September ^8 by r« a amp ling r.hnr. hns«m«nr
and five others near the creek that had seepage problems.
statt Dlack. o£ lEPA's olCice of Community Relations. notified
fl'l the r««H dene* toy phoiM «flra*Mter 12 that the lampre
results had been quit* »»«MI tflt' basement eeepef e wattr,
po*ing no health riek to residence. »IKMA e«nc realdente
copies of the lab results for their records on November 9 4
10, And Lh* Illinois Department of Public Health UUPil) sent
letters to the residents explaining the results in health

on November 24.

Property value concern*; N««4 to inform potential buyere >

HIncV, of ri->'A'» Off~tf.fi nf Conrnuni ty Rnlnr.iona,
indeed mentioned to Diane McDonneil in the course ot a phone
conversation that, several realtors and/or appraisers from her
ar«A had called hitn to obtain information on contamination in
the Dead Creek area. They had 3pcci£ically mentioned thac
rhey hod e profeeaionol "Hxity to inform" pohnnrini buyers -n
the area about possibly adverse tactora that could actect
property valuiss. Parr of th* morivotlon for TPPA'a afforr- r.c,
add Area I tc the MfL is the desire to remedy th«
^nvi roniTMBncs 1 problems in r.hu nrinn HCI tluit. l:x:nl r us i (Imiv. .-,
wi. 1 net need co b« concerned about their cttecta on property
VA.I.UCS -

This response co your inquiry has been delayed by che
fluidity o£ the Dead Creek situation, indeed, matters
not. yet reached a settled state, by any means. We are
sending your otfic* r.hi* i-enponae in order f.o HA AM
as possible at this cine, but we will also provide further
updacea «A *<lA.V,.vwrt.L •4tf*t\-upwwux» occur.

If I can. be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to
CAll.

Sincerely,

Thomas P. Walters
Legislative Liaison


